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I am truly honored to be the recently 
appointed chair of the Business Law 
Section. I am glad to confirm that the 
Business Law Section continues to be 
on very solid ground based on the 
tremendous efforts of the members of 
our Section, the leaders of our commit-
tees and directorships, and members 

of our council. In particular, I would like to thank and 
acknowledge our immediate past Chair, Mark Peters, 
for his tremendous efforts and leadership during his 
term as Chair. Mark, together with the Section’s other 
prior chairs, leaves very big shoes to fill. 

While serving as an officer to the Section over the 
last few years, I was able to attend a number of leader-
ship events on behalf of the Section, including the Bar 
Leadership Forum for the State Bar of Michigan and the 
Business Bar Leaders Conference of the American Bar 
Association. The speakers at these events identified cer-
tain benchmarks against which Sections of the Bar can 
be measured. These benchmarks include educational 
programs, participation of former Section leaders, qual-
ity publications, and a clear plan for its members. When 
considering these benchmarks, it is clear to me that our 
Section is well positioned for continued success. 

In particular, our educational programs continue to 
be a strength of our Section. The 30th Annual Business 
Law Institute (BLI) was recently held in Grand Rapids 
and continues to be a keystone event of the Business Law 
Section. Participants at the BLI learned about the latest 
statutory and caselaw updates, current trends in busi-
ness law, entity structuring options, and other valuable 
information. Furthermore, our Section’s Business Law 
Boot Camp continues to be a model that other sections 
of the Michigan State Bar follow for providing a plat-
form for training new lawyers. Thanks for the continued 
hard work of the Business Law Section’s Programs Di-
rectorship and speakers who make our Section’s educa-
tional programs a success. 

Additional areas where the Business Law Section ex-
cels include active participation of our former Section 
chairs and having a clear road-map of objectives for the 
Section. Based on a check of the rosters of our commit-
tees, directorships, speakers, and attendees of our Sec-
tion events, it is apparent that our former Section chairs 
remain active in Section activities. In addition, our Sec-
tion has charged itself with updating its strategic plan 
every five years. With the Section’s strategic plan having 
been updated in March of 2017, the Section is well posi-
tioned for the upcoming years. Lastly, the Michigan Busi-
ness Law Journal of the Business Law Section continues 
to be a first class, well-written, informative publication. 
Thanks to Brendan J. Cahill and D. Richard McDonald 
of our Section’s publication directorship for leading the 
effort with respect to the Michigan Business Law Journal. 

While the Business Law Section is well positioned 
for continued success, it does face some challenges. One 
challenge is to encourage participation in our Section 
events and leadership among new business lawyers. 
During my year as Section chair, I will continue the 
initiatives started by Mark Peters to make connections 
with law students in our State’s law schools. This will 
include being involved in the law schools’ Business Law 
Societies, participating in students’ transaction competi-
tions, participating in panel forums discussing various 
aspects of the practice of business law, and encouraging 
law students to consider a business law practice. To as-
sist in these efforts, the Business Law Section now pro-
vides free membership to law students.

Many thanks to our authors who have contributed 
to the well-written and timely articles relating to the 
Uniform Commercial Code for this edition of the Busi-
ness Law Journal. If the Uniform Commercial Code is a 
part of your practice, I would encourage you to consider 
joining the Business Law Sections’ Uniform Commercial 
Code Committee. 

Again, I truly appreciate the opportunity to serve as 
our Section’s chair and I look forward to working with 
our Section’s council, committees, directorships, and 
members. 


